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not sighted by any one of these squadrons, that sent to Borneo
is to proceed to the Straits of Sunda, there to lie in wait to
deliver a surprise attack.
A golden opportunity missed.
About 3 o'clock in the afternoon of September 5, five
or six aeroplanes appear over Nagoya and bomb it. The city
is thrown into confusion and fires break out in several places.
The raid is entirely unexpected and the people are very
puzzled, some of them jumping to the conclusion that the
machines are American. But all doubts are dispelled two
hours later by a W/T message from one of our merchant
ships, reporting five large British cruisers in the Enshu Nada.*
Japanese aeroplanes go up and attack the British 'planes, who,
after continuing to drop bombs for some time, make off to the
eastward. They are pursued, and there is further air-fighting
over the British cruisers who are waiting for their 'planes
in the Enshu Nada. The Japanese 'planes come under heavy
fire from the cruisers' high-angle guns and, finding themselves
overmatched, draw off to the westward.
On receipt of the report of this affair, the Great General
Staff sends the battle-cruiser squadron to the Formosa
Channel and orders two battleships and four cruisers of the
Kako class to proceed to the Enshu Nada with all despatch to
search. The enemy, however, has disappeared, and the two
battleships and four cruisers are ordered to the Formosa
Channel.
Mackeeris squadron upsets our plans.
The Great General Staff gets no further news of Mac-
keen's squadron, which has vanished into the blue. But on
the 8th it suddenly appears off Hongkong, sinks one of our
light cruisers, which is being used as a transport, and disap-
pears to the southward. Fortunately, this transport was on
her way back to Japan, having landed her troops, so the
loss is not serious. But Mackeen's daring impresses even our
Japanese officers, who regard him as a worthy opponent.
At great risk he came through the chain of our south-west
islands into the Formosa Channel and appeared off Hong-
kong. In fact, he upset all our calculations.
* Nagoya is at the head of a bay; Enshu Nada is the open sea out-
side it.—Translator.

